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the league, I endeavoured to ascertain the opinion of those who were
outside the presidency and with whom I had not the privilege to
come in such close contact as with co-workers in the Bombay
Presidency. The causes referred to by me are swadeshi, Hindu-
Muslim unity, with special reference to Khilafat, the acceptance
of Hindustani as the lingua franca, and a linguistic redistribution of
the provinces. I would engage the league, if I can carry the mem-
bers with me, in these activities, so that they occupy the largest
part of the nation's time and attention.
"I freely confess that reforms take a secondary place in any
scheme of national reorganization. For, I feel that the activities
chosen by me, if they could but absorb national energy, would
bring about all the reforms that the most ardent extremist can ever
desire, and so far as the desirability of getting full self-government
can be best accelerated by developing the activities that I have
mentioned. I keep them in the forefront of the national programme.
I shall not treat the All-India Home Rule League as a party organ-
ization in any sense of the term. I belong to no party, and I wish to
belong to none hereafter, I am aware that the constitution of the
league requires it to help the Congress, but I do not consider the
Congress as a party organization, even as the British Parliament,
though it contains all parties, and has one party or other dominating
it from time to time, is not a party organization. I shall venture to
hope that all parties will cherish the Congress as a national organiza-
tion providing a platform for all parties to appeal to the nation,
with a view to moulding its policy, and I would endeavour so to
mould the policy of the league as to make the Congress retain its
no-party national character.
"This brings me to my methods. I believe that it is possible to
introduce uncompromising truth and honesty in the political life of
the country. Whilst I would not expect the league to follow me in
my civil disobedience methods, I would strain every nerve to make
truth and non-violence accepted in all our national activities. Then
we shall cease to fear or distrust Government and their measures. I
do not wish, however, to develop the theme any further, but I would
rather let time solve the many questions that must arise from the bold
statement I have here made. My purpose now is not to demons-
trate the propriety of my action or the truth of the policy herein
adumbrated but to take the members of the league into my